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Creating a printrich

hildren’s success in school

depends in part on what they
bring with them the first day of
kindergarten. Children with a foun-
dation in literacy—language and
listening skills, familiarity with
books, and experience with scrib-
bling and drawing—are more likely
to succeed in all school experiences.

By the end of first grade, these
children are reading simple books
and beginning to write. By the
third grade, they shift from
“learning to read” to “reading to
learn.” From then on, reading is a
fundamental way they learn about
everything, from geography and
history to math and science.

As a child care provider or
preschool teacher, you play a criti-
cal role in children’s literacy devel-
opment. You help them lay the
foundation for literacy by what
you do every day. Some examples:
» Talk with children and encour-

age them to express them-

selves. (See “Smart talk:

Improving children’s oral lan-

guage,” Texas Child Care,

Summer 2003.)

env

= Read stories, sing songs, recite
nursery rthymes, and play fin-
ger games. (See “Getting
preschoolers ready to read and
write,” Texas Child Care, Winter
2002.)

* Encourage dramatic play.

= Provide scribbling and art
activities.

» Provide hands-on opportunities
for children to explore topics of
interest to them, such as cars,
dinosaurs, and butterflies.

= Help parents understand that
they are their child’s first
teacher.

Children gain literacy skills not
only by interacting with adults
and other children but also by
interacting with their surround-
ings. You can enhance literacy
development by providing a
print-rich environment.

What is a print-rich
environment?

A print-rich environment is one
in which “children interact with
many forms of print, including

signs, labeled centers, wall sto-

ronment

ries, word displays, labeled
murals, bulletin boards, charts,
poems, and other printed materi-
als” (Kadlic and Lesiak, 2003).

A print-rich environment
allows children to see that read-
ing and writing serve real, every-
day purposes. Children observe
adults using printed materials
and realize that print carries
meaning. They explore print and
become motivated to try to read
and write themselves.

What makes

an environment
print-rich?

In a print-rich environment, chil-
dren have specific places to
explore reading and writing.
They also see and experience a
variety of printed materials.
Some examples:

Library or book center
Provide a specific place for chil-
dren to explore books. This might
be a table with a bookshelf or a
corner with pillows and rugs.
You might add a rocking chair
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Equipping the writing center

Writing tools and utensils
thick pencils
pens
washable markers
chalk and chalkboards

Printing tools and samples
letter stencils
alphabet letter stamps and
ink pad
magnetic letters and cookie
sheet
laminated alphabet poster
wipe-off boards and dry-
erase markers
name cards, one for each
child
sentence strips and word
cards

Paper
recycled computer paper
lined and unlined paper
envelopes and stationery
carbon paper
small ObooksO of blank
paper stapled together that
children can use for writing
stories or journaling
index cards
old appointment books and
calendars
Post-it Notes
tablets
outdated forms

Other tools

hole punch

stapler

blunt-tip scissors

paper clips

tape

pencil sharpener

erasers

ofbce paper bling bins

old typewriter (make sure it

still works)

keyboard
Don't label everything in the
room. It becomes too visually
stimulating and overwhelming.
Label bve chairs, not all 20.




